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NORTH CAROLINA SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY INITIATIVE  
IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE  

North Carolina Forestry Association - Raleigh, NC – November 13 2019 
  

CONVENE NC SFI SIC MEETING AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Committee Chair Amy Phillips, called the NC SFI SIC meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Members present for all or part of the 
meeting were: 
 
 
Jadie Andrews 
Billy Barnett 
Joey Briggs 
Andrew Brown 
Sam Cook  
Brian Council 
Jim Durham 
Ted Garner 
Tom Gerow 

Pete Hancock 
Gail Johnson 
Rand Matthews 
Kevin McCormack 
Leslie McCormick 
John Melvin 
Ben Perry 
Amy Phillips 
Bob Pippen 

Jim Pruett 
Will Reese 
Glen Sheehan 
Scott Smearman 
David Spence  
Marshall Thompson 
Cierra Ward 
Wesley West 

 
 
Others present for all or part of the meeting were: 
Amy Juliana 
John Hatcher 
Ann Harper 

 
 
   

 
 
 

 
ANTITRUST COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 
Amy Phillips reminded members that the meeting would be in full compliance with the NCFA’s policy on antitrust 
compliance contained in the meeting materials. 
 
RECOGNITION OF PARTICIPATION OF QUORUM 
Amy Phillips declared that a quorum was present at the meeting and that the meeting would proceed as planned.     
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
Amy Phillips asked members to review the minutes from the last meeting.  The August minutes approved as submitted. 
 
NC SFI SIC TREASURER’S REPORT  
The committee budgeted $140,000 in dues for the 2019 calendar year. As of today, the committee has received $124,000. 
There will be a carryover of $61,952.  
 
The committee will budget $120,000 in dues for 2020 with a carryover of $40,000. The 2020 Budget was motioned, 
seconded, and approved by committee. 
 
Motion to pay $2,500 for additional segment on BMPS for Prologger Module 20. Motion seconded, and approved by 
committee.  
  
Committee discussion held regarding the reasoning behind having the Prologger database password protected. John Hatcher 
and Marshall Thompson provided a detailed explanation and historical context.  
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SFI UPDATE 
The comment period for the next SFI standards is open through November 22. A second round of comments will be open in 
2020. Workshops to review all comments are May and June 2020. The closest workshop will be May 5 in Atlanta and May 6 
in Charlotte. For additional details, please visit the national website.   
 
FOREST ISSUES UPDATE 

 Since last meeting, we've had 3 WQ Referrals all for Buffer Rule violations. 
 

 The FY18-19 Q4 and Annual FPG reports were emailed out on August 27th. The FY19-20 Q1 FPG reports should be 
coming before month-end. 

 

 When installing a ford crossings, it is usually not necessary to excavate “2-3 feet” of material from the stream 
bottom -- usually only need to remove a few inches of the topsoil/mucky layer. If excessive digging occurs in the 
channel, it may not be exempted under Section 404. Installing a pump-around operation during construction is a 
good idea. 

 

 Recently had a tract in a Buffer Rule watershed, with a large old oxbow water feature, questioned if it is subject to 
the Buffer Rule. NCFS determined it is, the consultant appealed to DWR. Will wait to see what DWR's decision will 
be. 

 

 In September, NCFS Forest Health Branch published a note on effects from Hurr.Dorian. Minimal immediate impacts 
were observed, but we’ve seen some chronic long-term impacts in some areas due to recurring years of flood + 
freeze + flash drought + flood again. Die-off may linger into the near future. This and other Forest Health info is on 
their blog:  http://info.ncagr.com/blog/category/forestry-files/   

 

 In early October, we hosted training for ~30 new Asst. County Rangers on the WQ rules, FPGs, doing inspections, etc. 
This is the 3rd year that NCFS has had a structured/coordinated training session on Water Quality, for new 
employees. Hopefully you are seeing a difference, with improved knowledge, consistency, and customer relationship 
from new Rangers who visit your job sites. 

 

 There is a a new series of short video clips highlighting the connections between forestry and drinking water, go to 
www.youtube.com, search for the “Southern Group of State Foresters” channel. Then click on each of the new 
water-themed video clips. 

 
NC Forest Service calendars for 2020 are available. 
 
CFE or pesticide credits/ISAR credits available for upcoming Forest Health Workshop on December 4 in Morganton. 
Workshop will focus on insects, disease, invasive species, and provide a pesticide update. Free. Foothills Higher Education 
Center from 9am- 4pm. Open to public, Foresters, Natural Resources Professionals.  

 11/20- Post Meeting Edit- this workshop is not open to the public and is for forest service personnel only 
 
 
 
 
 

http://info.ncagr.com/blog/category/forestry-files/
http://www.youtube.com/
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

The North Carolina General Assembly adjourned the 2019 Long Session on October 31, 2019. Below is the status of several 
of the bills that were of interest to the NCFA. 

 H.B. 421- Promote North Carolina Sawmills (died in committee) 

 S.B. 315- North Carolina Farm Act of 2019 (House failed to concur with conference report) 

 S.B. 327- Timber Larceny/ Strengthen Laws( died in House Judiciary Committee) 

 S.B. 559 (H.B. 624) – Storm Securitization/Alternative Rates (both chambers passed conference report, signed by 

Governor Cooper November 6, 2019, Session Law 2019-244) 

 S.B. 377- Military Base Protection Act (died in Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House). 

Methyl Bromide 

The proposed rule for methyl bromide emissions from log fumigation operations is still in the rulemaking process. NCFA, 
Ecolab and others friends opposed the proposed rule. A vote on the proposed rule has been delayed until 2020, which may 
be a great signal for our industry. NCFA will post updates as they occur.  

Federal Issues 

At the Federal level, NCFA has some exciting news to report. The Senate Environment and Public Works committee voted 
unanimously to advance S.2032, America’s Transportation Infrastructure Act of 2019, on July 29, 2019. Tucked away in the 
500+ bill is language that grants a grandfathering provision to roads in North Carolina that are transitioning into the Federal 
Interstate system. As many of you know, several of these state roads serve as critical arteries to wood processing facilitates 
in the Eastern part of North Carolina. Without this provision, producers would lose the 10,000 pound variance the NC 
General Assembly enacted several years ago for agricultural and forest products. This issue has been a high priority for NCFA 
and its members for quite some time. We will continue to work closely with our Congressional Delegation to ensure that this 
provision makes it across the finish line.  

Also at the Federal level, the Forest Resources Association (FRA) continues to work on guestworker reform. On Wednesday, 
October 30, Representative Zoe Lofgren (D-CA-19) and Dan Newhouse (R-WA-4) introduced The Farm Workforce 
Modernization Act. This legislation would overhaul the H-2A application process, providing a pathway to legal status for 
undocumented farmworkers and require compliance with the E-Verify system nationwide. While the bill is not focused on 
the forestry sector, FRA hopes to leverage its platform to benefit the forestry sector.    

Concerning the guest worker cap on visas, FRA and others have tried to reform the language. There are efforts to reform 
H2A. The proposed structure did not fit a forestry business model. For example, “have access to common cooking area.” This 
is not feasible, and efforts are underway to attach language that better aligns to our needs.  
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INCONSISTENT PRACTICES SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 

 
No incidents to report in Q4. Jim Durham will follow up with Steve Cox regarding his continuation of serving as point person 
for the monitoring program in 2020.  
 

INFORMATION RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
No new updates to report.  
 
MARKET OUTREACH/RECRUITMENT SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
Rand Matthews will be recruiting a replacement as sub-committee chair.  
 
Past grant recipients should be provided a SFI sign for display for standing projects. Recipients that do not have a sign will be 
provided one. 
 

Date 10-10-19

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Total

Total Number of Phone Calls 6 4 6 0 16

Total Number of Invalid Phone Calls 6 0 2 0 6

Total Number of Valid Phone Calls 0 4 4 0 4

Open Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Closed Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Open FPG Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Closed FPG Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Total Open Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Total Closed Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Notes: One caller was concerned about a neighbor constructing a road through a wet land. Not forestry or logging related. Advised calling DEQ.

A caller believed someone was marking trees on his property. Called and left a message but he did not return my call.

One caller believed a company was logging in a "FEMA" flood plain and cutting within the stream buffer. She provided the buyer's name and it was not an SFI 

certified company. Advised contacting NC Forest Service.

A caller reported the site of an old logging job was now being cleared and graded without proper erossion control. Advised calling DEQ and NC Forest Service.

Based on the latest FPG report of 8-15-19 there were no reports of SFI companies being out of compliance.

Submitted by Steve Cox  IPM10-10-19

Year: 2019

EXHIBIT C

INCONSISTENT PRACTICES MONITORING PROGRAM - LOG
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As of today, there are roughly 500 +/- landowner guides in inventory. The committee does not anticipate a reprint prior to 
the standards changing.  
 
LANDOWNER OUTREACH SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
Leslie McCormick provided an update on behalf of Tree Farm. Currently there are 885 tree farms, with 228,707 certified 
acres. In 2019, 17 farms were certified and with new program fees in place, 125 farms have been decertified.  Reasons for 
decertification include death of landowner, land sold, and no interest/no response.   
 
Forest Her NC workshops continue to be wildly successful. With 236 participating in the first installment of workshops and 
248 attending the second. Regional workshops will continue in 2020 with the next series being held in March focusing on 
Wildlife.  
 
The 2019 Annual Meeting at Jordan Lumber Company was at capacity with 90 participants.  
 
Work continues on the Independent Management Group, which consists of Wildlife Resource Commission, NCSU Natural 
Resources Foundation and the NC Forest Service. This is a unique opportunity to certify over 600,000 acres to SFI standards.  
 
PROLOGGER TRAINING AND EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
Module 20 is now available. If your class is open to the public, please send the dates to NCFA to be posted on the calendar.  
 
The highway patrol did not participate as anticipated. Therefore, the module includes the following segments: 
FPG and buffer reminders, GPS incentives and safe driving, protecting driver scores, pre and post trip inspections, Green 
Light to Home remaster.  
 
Plans to reform the subcommittee. Will need new volunteers and ideas. Topics can include questions that came from recent 
audits.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
New Committee Members: 
 
Scott Smearman will be stepping down as the Landowner Outreach Committee Chair. He has recruited Amy Phillips for 
replacement. On a motion by Scott Smearman to nominate Amy Phillips as subcommittee chair, and seconded by Jadie 
Andrews, the committee passed the motion and Amy will take over the new position.  
 
Glenn Sheehan will be moving to Chair and Jadie Andrews will be moving to Vice Chair. Therefore, there is a vacancy for 
treasurer.  On a motion by Amy Phillips to nominate Will Reese for treasurer, and seconded by Jadie Andrews, the 
committee passed the motion that Will Reese will take over the new position.  
 
Award Presentation  
Glenn Sheehan presented a plaque to Amy Phillips on behalf of the committee for her work as chair over the years. Thank 
you to Amy for her dedication to our field and industry.   
 
Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience:  
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 Piedmont: June 22-25, 2020 

 Coast: June 29- July 2, 2020 

 Mountain: July 27-30, 2020 

Forestry and Environmental Camp: Thank you to the volunteers that participated in our Fall Forestry and Environmental 
Camps.  

 September 24-September 27, 2019 at Lake Norman State Park in Troutman, NC 400 students 

 October 14, 2019 at Kentwood Park in Raleigh, NC  150 students 

 November 4- November 8, 2019 at Hugh McRae Park in Wilmington, NC  750 students 

Forest Products Essay Contest: We received the following submissions for the 2019 contest: 

 132  School Entries 
o 2018 we received 109 entries  

 Potential reach of over 3000 students 
 

NC 2020 SFI SIC MEETING DATES:  
 

 January 29 at 1:00 pm- Join meeting with SLTC. Directly following the Board of Directors Meeting. Farm Bureau. 
Lunch starts at noon.  

 April 22 2020 930 at NCFA 

 July 15 Grant Review 930 at NCFA 

 August 12, 2020 930 at NCFA 

 November 18 2020 930 at NCFA 

 
 ADJOURN  
The meeting adjourned at 11: 15 am on a motion made by Andrew Brown and seconded by Jim Durham.  

Submitted by:  Amy Juliana, Education Manager 

Minutes Approved 2/18/2020 


