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NORTH CAROLINA SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY INITIATIVE  
IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE  

North Carolina Forestry Association - Raleigh, NC – August 15 2019 
  

CONVENE NC SFI SIC MEETING AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Committee Chair Amy Phillips, called the NC SFI SIC meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Members present for all or part of the 
meeting were: 
 
 
Jadie Andrews 
Billy Barnette 
Andrew Brown 
Ben Burger 
Brian Council 
Chuck Daniels 
Tony Doster 
Tom Gerow 
Ted Garner 
Pete Hancock 

Gail Johnson 
Laurent Kosakowski 
Kevin McCormick 
John Melvin 
Roger Melvin 
Russ Newton 
Ben Perry 
Amy Phillips 
Bob Pippen 
Jim Pruett 

Will Reese 
Bernard Rose 
Glenn Sheehan 
Scott Smearman 
Marshall Thompson 
Margaret Uteck 
Jeff Watts 
Jason Wells

 
Others present for all or part of the meeting were: 
Amy Juliana 
Jason Hoyle 

 
 

 
  

 
ANTITRUST COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 
Amy Phillips reminded members that the meeting would be in full compliance with the NCFA’s policy on antitrust 
compliance contained in the meeting materials. 
 
RECOGNITION OF PARTICIPATION OF QUORUM 
Amy Phillips declared that a quorum was present at the meeting and that the meeting would proceed as planned.     
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
Amy Phillips asked members to review the minutes from the last meeting. Minor grammatical/wording changers were made 
to the forestry health section. On a motion by Jadie Andrews to approve and seconded by Bob Pippen, the minutes were 
approved. 
 
NC SFI SIC TREASURER’S REPORT  
Dues continue to come in. If a company has not paid, please pay sooner than later. As of today, the balance is $165,974.88. 
Still waiting on invoices from a few outstanding grants and NCFA. The Association provides an invoice at the end of the year 
to allow the SIC dues to be turned in.  
 
Treasurer Jadie Andrews proposes that the due structure remain the same for 2020.  On a motion by Bernard Rose to 
approve, and seconded by Scott Smearman, the current dues structure will remain in place.  
 
Treasurer Jadie Andrews proposes that the treasury report be accepted.  On a motion by Jadie Andrews to approve, and 
seconded by Amy Phillips, the report was approved as submitted.  
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SFI UPDATE 
National provided a 2019 progress report. You can read the report here: https://www.sfiprogram.org/wp-
content/uploads/SFI-ProgressReport-2019_Final.pdf 
 
Bird Friendly Forests: Opportunities for Private Forest Owners in the Southeastern United States is a publication available to 
the public. The document can be viewed here: https://www.sfiprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/ABC-Bird-Friendly-Forests-
Guide-2019.pdf 
 
Discussion was held about submitting an ad for NC Agriculture Magazine. Did not participate in 2018, but di so in previous 
years. In those participating years, SFI split the cost with NCFA. Members of the committee had concerns over placement of 
ad. The committee decided that due to a strong interest in grant dollars this year, funds would be better-spent awarding 
projects.  

SFI Survey was submitted on behalf of the SIC by chair Amy Phillips. Members can fill out individual surveys.  

Note that Amy Phillips will rotate out as chair, and the executive committee will move up in positions. This makes Glenn 
Sheehan next year’s chair, and Jadie Andrews the vice chair; leaving the treasurer position vacant. If you know of an 
individual that would like to serve, please notify Amy Phillips. The tenure of the position is two years, but it is not a 
requirement. An individual will need to be in place by the November meeting.  

2020 Grant Review 

This year, 14 grant applications were submitted to the committee, making this one of the more competitive years of the 
program. Discussion was held regarding each project. Of the applications submitted, the following grants will be supported 
for the 2020 cycle: 

 

2017 Grant Update: Appalachian State University-SFI Certification & Carbon Markets: Opportunities for NC Forests 

# Organization Project Amount AwardedContact Person

1 Team Safe Trucking Entry Level Driver Training 2,500.00$           Chuck Daniels

2 Envirothon Envirothon School for Advisors and Teachers 3,400.00$           Tom Gerow

3 Friends of the NC Museum Growing Up From our Roots Mobile Exhibit 4,500.00$           Brian Council

4 Forestry Education and Conservation FoundationForestry Careers Booklet 1,500.00$           Amy Juliana

5 NC Tree Farm Forest Her 10,000.00$         Scott Smearman

6 Forestry Education and Conservation FoundationProLogger Module 21 8,500.00$           Jadie Andrews

7 Muddy Sneakers Outdoor Science Education for Coastal Plains 7,500.00$           Cierra Ward

8 White Oak High School Forestry Tools 1,000.00$           Cierra Ward

9 NCSU NC Green STEM-Forestry Connections 3,900.00$           Sam Cook

10 Triangle Land Conservancy Your Forest's Future Workshops 1,000.00$           Tony Doster

11 ILASS Job Training Program for At Risk Youth 5,000.00$           Jadie Andrews

Total 48,800.00$         

NC SFI Grants for 2020

https://www.sfiprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/SFI-ProgressReport-2019_Final.pdf
https://www.sfiprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/SFI-ProgressReport-2019_Final.pdf
https://www.sfiprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/ABC-Bird-Friendly-Forests-Guide-2019.pdf
https://www.sfiprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/ABC-Bird-Friendly-Forests-Guide-2019.pdf
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Jason Hoyle from Appalachian State University provided a follow up to the grant that was awarded from the SIC for the 2018 
grant cycle. With the help of SFI, the University held an offset workshop series on September 21, 2018. Over 50 landowners 
attended and were provided information and resources on carbon offsets. Climate Action Reserve from California gave 
presentations, as well as department heads from the Appalachian State. The workshop was free and open to the public, and 
foresters received CFE credit.  

FOREST ISSUES UPDATE 

 Since previous meeting, NCFS has made 7 Water Quality Referrals:  2 for FPG, 5 for Buffer Rules. CY2019 YTD 14 
total. 
 

 FPG reports for FY19-Q4 [Apr/May/Jun] should be out soon. 

 BMP Newsletter Q3 edition sent out, includes links of where to get topo & soils maps. 
 

 BMP implementation monitoring survey assessments continue. Currently working the foothills area. Will move into 
the mountains later this summer. 

 

 Water Quality Forester vacancy in western mountains (D1+D9). 

 New Staff Forester Hire:  Priscella Morris, Marketing & Utilization Forester. 

 James West, Nursery & Tree Imp. Manager, departed NCFS at end of July.  
 

 We were part of a small group to meet with USEPA staff from Reg.4/Atlanta, and explained basic forestry concepts 
and BMPs. Meeting was at Coweeta lab in WNC. 

 

 Prepared and submitted comments on the proposed listing of Carolina Madtom (as Endangered) and Neuse River 
Waterdog (as Threatened), along with proposed designation of Critical Habitat, and a 4d Rule. 

 

 Conducted annual lecture and field lab exercise on BMPs, WQ rules, and harvest planning at NCSU’s forestry 
summer camp. Had about 20 students. 

 

 Provided a BMP/WQ update in VA for employees of a SFI member company, with operations in NC also. 
 

 Assisted with the forestry component of NCF National EnviroThon. 
 

 Submitted a grant proposal for funding to reinvigorate our agency’s bridgemat loaner program. Welcome 
suggestions on how to expand their use, especially in mountains and with smaller producers. 

 

Recent Research Articles of Interest 

“Opportunities and attitudes of private forest landowners in supplying woody biomass for renewable energy”. Hodges, 
Donald G. et.al. 2019. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2019.06.012. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2019.06.012
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This study surveyed private forest owners in the mid-Atlantic (NNV) and southeast (SAV) coastal regions where biomass wood 
products are being produced and exported. One notable quote from this article is below:  

“The responses concerning the use of Best Management Practices (BMPS) were somewhat surprising. Overall, only 51% of 
the respondents indicated that they followed BMPs on their property, with another 20% being unsure. Compliance was 
higher in the SAV [Savannah] fuelshed (60%) than in NNV [Newport News] (38%), and both were higher than the southeast 

component of the national data. However, these number do not agree with many of the state estimates of compliance, most 
of which place BMP compliance in the states examined in excess of 85%. One factor for the low response in North Carolina 
may be that the state has adopted mandatory Forest Practice Guidelines that incorporate BMPs. Consequently, owners may 
not recognize the term. Another factor may be that landowners do not necessarily know all practices applied to their 
property if they have employed a forester to supervise management or harvesting activities. This may also hold if the logger 
conducts harvests without oversight by the owner. Nevertheless, mills that export pellets to the EU require feedstocks to 
originate from sites where the logging is supervised by certified professionals trained in BMPs such as the Fiber Sourcing 
Standard of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative. Analyses that verify implementation of BMPs are likely to help the SE forest 
industry to address sustainability requirements that are being established by the EU and individual member states.” 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“Silviculture in Forested Wetlands: Summary of Current Forest Operations, Potential Effects, and Long-Term Experiments”. 
Aust, Bolding and Barrett. 2019. Journal Wetlands. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s13157-019-01191-6   

Abstract: 

Bottomland hardwoods (BLH) and wet mineral flats (WMF) are common forested wetlands in the southeastern U.S. coastal 
plain (Virginia to Texas) that are often manipulated silviculturally, yet silvicultural forest operations are infrequently 
reported. This document summarizes forest operations in wetlands, consolidates reviews of silvicultural effects, and 
summarizes long-term 

research. BLH typically receive lower intensity management. Forest operations involve planning silvicultural operations and 
adapting harvest operations to wet site conditions. Clearcutting with natural regeneration is favored for BLH, but alternative 
silvicultural systems may be viable options, depending on stand characteristics and landowner objectives. WMF are 
frequently 

managed intensively as pine plantations. Following clearcut harvests, WMF may be mechanically and chemically site-
prepared and planted. Intermediate silvicultural operations may include chemical competition control, fertilization, 
prescribed burning, and thinning operations. Reviews of effects in forested wetlands indicate wet-site harvesting can cause 
significant soil disturbances. Long-term research on effects of harvest disturbances on BLH and WMF are limited, but 
indicate effects of wet site harvests are ephemeral and sites recover due to natural factors and artificial amelioration. 
Overall, silvicultural operations in these 

forested wetlands are compatible with long-term sustainability when appropriate silvicultural systems, forest operations, 
and forestry best management practices (BMPs) are applied. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s13157-019-01191-6
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“Evolving Silvicultural Practices to Meet Sustainability Objectives in Forested Wetlands of the Southeastern United States.” 
Schilling, Lang, Nicholson, Nettles, Gerow and McInnis. 2019. Journal Wetlands. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13157-019-01152-
z 

Abstract:  

Development and implementation of forestry best management practices (BMPs) to minimize effects on wetland soils and 
hydrology represents a great success of the Clean Water Act (CWA). The silvicultural exemption as specified in Section 404(f) 
of the CWA allows management activities within jurisdictional forested wetlands so long as practices meet 

specified criteria and wetlands are not converted to uplands. This is particularly important for establishing and maintaining 
forest roads and site preparation of harvested stands in jurisdictional wetlands. The presence of poorly drained soils and 
seasonally high-water tables in the Coastal Plain led to the development of site preparation practices that enhance seedling 
survival, vigor, and growth. Collaboration among universities, governmental agencies, and the forest products industry has 
resulted in numerous applied research projects assessing environmental responses to management in forested wetlands. 
Today, all southeastern Coastal 

Plain states recommend the use of site preparation BMPs that reduce soil and hydrology disturbances, while facilitating 
stand regeneration. State forestry agencies routinely monitor BMP implementation to assess application and functionality of 
BMPs. Additionally, forest landowners and wood procurement entities who participate in voluntary third-party forest 
certification programs have increased BMP implementation on a scale that contributes to watershed-level benefits. 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

SEPT 6--15:  WNC Mountain State Fair @ Fletcher 

SEPT 23--26:  National Association of State Foresters, annual meeting @ Asheville 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
The North Carolina General Assembly is still in the 2019 Long Session. As many of you are aware, the General Assembly and 
Governor Cooper are in the midst of a budget dispute, which is primarily centered on Medicaid expansion. This dispute has 
caused the legislative process to slow down as committees are only hearing a few bills per week in order to remain in 
session pursuant to the NC Constitution. NCFA is still monitoring several bills that are still “alive.” This list includes, but is not 
limited to: 

 H.B. 421- Promote North Carolina Sawmills  

 S.B. 315- North Carolina Farm Act of 2019  

 S.B. 559 (H.B. 624) – Storm Securitization/Alternative Rates  

 S.B. 377- Military Base Protection Act  

NCFA will have a summary of the 2019 North Carolina General Assembly Long Session in the 4th quarter publication of 
TreeLine. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s13157-019-01152-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13157-019-01152-z
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At the Federal level, NCFA has some exciting news to report. The Senate Environment and Public Works committee voted 
unanimously to advance S.2032, America’s Transportation Infrastructure Act of 2019, on July 29, 2019. Tucked away in the 
500+ bill is language that grants a grandfathering provision to roads in North Carolina that are transitioning into the Federal 
Interstate system. As many of you know, several of these state roads serve as critical arteries to wood processing facilitates 
in the Eastern part of North Carolina. Without this provision, producers would lose the 10,000 pound variance the NC 
General Assembly enacted several years ago for agricultural and forest products. This issue has been a high priority for NCFA 
and its members for quite some time. We will continue to work closely with our Congressional Delegation to ensure that this 
provision makes it across the finish line.  

Also at the Federal level, Congress is working on several “fixes” for the H-2B visa program. The House passed a Department 
of Labor (DOL) appropriations bill that would make more H-2B Visas available for the spring and summer months and would 
allow unused Visas to roll-over to fall and winter months. One of NCFA’s national counterpart, Forest Resources Association, 
is working with both House and Senate subcommittees on Department of Homeland Security (DHS) appropriations to 
provide an additional 63,000 H-2B Visas for fiscal year 2020 
 
INCONSISTENT PRACTICES SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Date 7-8-19

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Total

Total Number of Phone Calls 6 4 0 0 10

Total Number of Invalid Phone Calls 6 0 0 0 6

Total Number of Valid Phone Calls 0 4 0 0 4

Open Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Closed Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Open FPG Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Closed FPG Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Total Open Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Total Closed Inconsistent Practices 0 0 0 0 0

Notes: One caller was concerned that a nearby logging job might  cause erossion. Recommended he call NC Forest Service to inspect

and to call me if there were any violations. Did not call me back.

Three callers had general concerns about clear-cutting in their neighborhood. One was a house lot being cleared and 2 were logging jobs.

They all were interested in regulations and if there could be possible violations. I advised them to call NC Forest Service and contact me if

 there were in fact any violations. None called me back. (Interestingly, none were opposed to logging, but it was obvious they didn't want it in their

back yard .) All callers get a short introduction to the SFI program during our conversation.

Based on the latest FPG report of 5-13-19 there were no reports of SFI companies being out of compliance.

Submitted by Steve Cox  IPM 7-8-19

Year: 2019

EXHIBIT C

INCONSISTENT PRACTICES MONITORING PROGRAM - LOG
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Ben Burger provided report. Four calls were listed as valid. The majority of calls were looking for additional information. An 
SFI introduction was provided to each caller.  
 

INFORMATION RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
No new updates to report.  
 
MARKET OUTREACH/RECRUITMENT SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
Committee Chair Rand Matthew has expressed in interest to step down. If a committee member is interested in 
volunteering, please contact Amy Phillips.  
 
LANDOWNER OUTREACH SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
Scott Smearman provided an update on behalf of Tree Farm. Tree Farm has exceeded projected goal since implementing fee 
structure.  

 Currently Certified:  
o Tree Farms: 886 
o Acreage: 228,122 
o Average Size: 257 

 New Certifications in 2019 
o Tree Farms: 15 
o Acreage 2737 
o Average Size: 182 

 Inspectors 
o Total: 182 
o Active in 2019: 48 
o Inspector Workshops Completed: 1 

 
Outreach and Education Report: 
Forest Her NC began offering workshops in August. See below for information: 

 Getting to Know Your Land- August 2019 
o August 8 held in Pittsboro had 81 attendees 
o August 22 in Kinston has 70 attendees registered 
o August 29 in Morganton has 31 attendees registered 

 Managing your Woodlands (November 2019) 

 Managing for wildlife (March 2020) 

 Managing for Aesthetics, Recreation and Non Timber Income (May 2020) 

 Challenges and Incentives of Owning Land (August 2020) 

 Field tour (November 2020) 
 

Partnered with the NC Woods for Wildlife Conservation project on two workshops for foresters, natural resource 
professionals and technical assistance providers in Carthage on June 4 with 74 attendees and Whiteville on June 6 with 56 
attendees.  

 
Tree Farm Annual Meeting will be on October 17 in Mt. Gilead. A mill tour of Jordan Lumber will be included in the meeting.  
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PROLOGGER TRAINING AND EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
The NCFA will be hosting three offerings of the ProLogger Base Course in 2019.    
 
September 10th-11th, 2019 McDowell Tech CC Marion, NC 
 
ProLogger By The Numbers:  

 1457 Pro loggers renewed   

 24 on the hold list  

 48 inactive for no payment 

 80 inactive for no class/no payment 

ProLogger Module 20 - The topics include; Greenlight to Home (remastered), In the Company of Trucks, a Level 1 Inspection 
video with Kendall Jackson of the North Carolina State Highway Patrol (NCSHP), a video of a pre-trip and post-trip inspection 
with Kendall Jackson (NCSHP), an overview of a safety-incentive program based on the usage of GPS and Dash Cameras, and 
a video on BMP and buffer rule issues with AJ Lang . Following the format of previous ProLogger Modules, Module 20 should 
be about 2 hours long, and divided into 20-minute segments. 

ProLogger Module 21- If grant is approved by SIC, there needs to be a general idea as to what topics the module should 
cover.  

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience Recap: The NCFA’s Amy Juliana provided an updated on the Sustainable Forestry 
Teachers Experience (SFTE).  The Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experiences graduated 97 educators. We had representation 
from 49 counties in the state, and 91% of those attending were first time participants.  

Forestry and Environmental Camp: Volunteers needed for the following Forestry and Environmental Camps.  

 September 24-September 27, 2019 at Lake Norman State Park in Troutman, NC 

 October 14, 2019 at Kentwood Park in Raleigh, NC  

 November 4- November 8, 2019 at Hugh McRae Park in Wilmington, NC 

Forest Products Essay Contest: NCFA will host its third annual National Forest Products Week Essay Contest this fall for third 
thru 12th graders. There are more than 5,000 wood and paper products that we use and enjoy every day. Winners and 
teachers of winners will receive cash prizes! Essays are due October 25, 2019 

Reverse Raffle – October 2, 2019:  The Friends of Forestry Political Action Committee will once again be conducting a 
reverse raffle this year.  Tickets will be distributed to FFPAC members and NCFA Board Members at the NCFA's Board 
Meeting later this month. The raffle, which is the FFPAC's top fundraising event, will take place on the evening of Forestry 
Day at the Hilton Garden Inn in Raleigh, NC. 

NCFA Annual Meeting – October 2-4, 2019 
The NCFA’s Annual Meeting will take place in Wilmington, NC October 2-4, 2019.   
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NCFA Silent Auction – October 3, 2019 
NCFA will host a silent auction to benefit the Forestry Education and Conservation Foundation. Please consider donating an 
item to the auction. Please contact Jim Durham for details  jim.durham@ipaper.com 

NC SFI SIC MEETING DATES:  
November 13, 2019 - NCFA Office, Raleigh NC   

ADJOURN  
The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. on a motion made by Billy Barnette and seconded by Glenn Sheehan.   

Submitted by:  Amy Juliana, Education Manager 

mailto:jim.durham@ipaper.com

