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NC SFI SIC MEETING 
NORTH CAROLINA SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY INITIATIVE STATE 

IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE  
North Carolina Forestry Association - Raleigh, NC – May 17, 2017 

  
CONVENE NC SFI SIC MEETING AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Committee Vice Chair Amy Phillips, called the NC SFI SIC meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Members present for all or part of the 

meeting were: 

  

Jadie Andrews 

Brian Council 

Tony Doster 

Jim Durham 

Ted Garner 

Tom Gerow 

Brett Goulding 

Gail Johnson 

Rand Mathews 

Leslie McCormick 

Kevin McCormack 

Russ Newton 

Jim Pruett 

Amy Phillips 

Will Reese 

John Robertson 

Glenn Sheehan 

Scott Smearman 

Marshall Thompson 

 

  

 

Others present for all or part of the meeting were: 
Chris Brown 

Pryor Gibson 

 

Amy Juliana 

   

 

 

 

 

ANTITRUST COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 
Amy Phillips reminded members that the meeting would be in full compliance with the NCFA’s policy on antitrust compliance 

contained in the meeting materials. 

 

RECOGNITION OF PARTICIPATION OF QUORUM 
Amy Phillips declared that a quorum was present at the meeting and that the meeting would proceed as planned.     

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
Amy Phillips asked members to review the minutes from the last meeting.  On a motion by Scott Smearman to approve and seconded 

by Jim Durham, the minutes were approved as submitted. 

 

NC SFI SIC TREASURER’S REPORT   

Glenn Sheehan provided an update on the NC SFI SIC’s finances.  Sheehan noted that there was some confusion on the commitment 

and the payment schedule on the NC SFI SIC’s advertisement in the North Carolina Agriculture Magazine. The invoice was not 

received until January.  Consequently, when it was paid, it was applied to the 2017 budget instead of being reflected back on the 2016 

budget.  Sheehan told the committee that he would go back in and make a correction.  This would mean not as much money would be 

carried forward, but would free up money in 2017.    
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
The Senate released its budget proposal for North Carolina for the next two years last week.  Governor Roy Cooper released his 

budget proposal a few weeks ago.  The House will now work on its version and work with the Governor and the Senate to create a 

compromised budget.   

 

it's worth noting that the Republicans own a veto-proof margin in both the House and the Senate so the Governor does not have 

the ability to override either proposal.   

 

Governor Cooper's budget totaled  $23.4 billion, which represents roughly a five increase over the current budget.   

 

The Senate's budget totals $22.9 billion, which is more like a 2.5 percent increase.   

 

In terms of funding requests from the North Carolina Department of Agriculture under the North Carolina Forest Service umbrella, the 

North Carolina Forest Service did receive funding for new firefighting  equipment in the Senate's proposal.  The Senate did not fund 

additional positions in the western part of the state to address fire issues. 

 

NCFA Executive Vice President Pryor Gibson provided a quick review of the state and federal issues facing forestry.  He was pleased 

to report that while there were four or five bills that caused concern, those bills are now in a position that should mean they will not 

come up for further action this legislative session.  At the federal level, it appears as if the Waters of the U.S. legislation is likely to be 

rolled back in terms of enforcement under the new administration.  Tax reform could bring a review of the existing timber tax 
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provisions but several groups have already been promoting the value of these tax programs.   Getting the state tolerance on existing 

and/or future federal highway designations will not be easy, but there is support among the North Carolina delegation in congress.  

The H2B Labor issue is still evolving.  There are some changes, but it seems as if the tree planting segment might be placed under 

H2A which would ensure its survival.  In addition, it appears as if the amount of visas granted for tree planting and other areas that 

impact forest management might be increased.   
 

SFI UPDATE   
Amy Phillips led a discussion on SFI topics, starting with a review of some of the recently completed 2017 projects.  Scott Smearman 

provided an update on the Second of Forest Summit that was coordinated by the North Carolina Tree Farm Program and supported by 

an NC SFI SIC grant.  A total of 29 organizations participated in the second meeting.  The goal of these meetings is to improved 

cooperation and coordination between all the groups that provide guidance and support for forest landowners.  

 

In terms of new grants, Phillips reported that she has not received any grant proposals for 2018 yet.  The deadline is July 1 and the 

grant committee will meet on July 19
th

 at the NCFA’s office.   

 

The dues process has begun with the distribution of the production surveys/acreage assessment.  Two-thirds of those surveys have 

been returned to the NCFA office.  

 

SFI Inc has produced the 2016 Annual Report and it will be listed on the NC SFI SIC website.   

 

SFI Inc will also be in the Roanoke Rapids area in June to discuss the upcoming project with the African American Land Retention 

Project.  The meeting will be June 20, 2017.  

 

Rand Matthews reported that the SFI Southeastern Regional Meeting took place in Atlanta.  There were only 12 attendees in 

attendance and only four states represented.  SFI Inc has a new staff member that will be helping coordinate efforts between SFI Inc 

and the state implementation committees.   

FORESTRY ISSUES UPDATE 

Tom Gerow with the North Carolina Forest Service provided the committee with an update on the NCFS.   The NCFS  has filled all 

six regional Water Quality Forester positions. The FPG quarterly reports for the first quarter should be published soon.  Since previous 

meeting, NCFS has had one water quality referral, which is currently under review by management. It is a potential violation of Jordan 

Lake Buffer Rule.  The NCFS has hosted a series of Water Quality Refresher Workshops since start of the year (five with over 220 

attendees). The meetings have been appreciated.  Gerow thanked companies such as International Paper, Louisiana-Pacific, 

Weyerhaeuser and Enviva for supporting the snacks/beverages/meals.  There are two more planned in the mountains during the 

summer.  If the demand is there, the NCFS may conduct one or two more in the fall.  The feedback from customer survey on the BMP 

Manual has been positive.  Roughly 56 responded to the survey.  Gerow noted that the Forest Practice Guidelines are due for re-

adoption later this year, per required by state law.   All comments should be submitted to Gerow by mid-July. The NCFS is also 

working on a guidance memo for ditch obstructions based on a few incidents in the past quarter.  Since the fire activity has slowed in 

North Carolina, the NCFS is starting to send resources to Georgia and Florida. 

MARKET OUTREACH/RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE REPORT   
Rand Mathews provided an update for the committee.  Matthews has submitted paperwork to get on the waiting list to exhibit at the 

next Woodworks event in Charlotte this fall.  He went to this same meeting three years ago, and it was a good event.  A booth is 

$1,500 and the NC SFI SIC will need volunteers to staff the booth on November 2, 2017.   

 

Matthews also led a review of a new flyer specific to the NC SFI SIC.  The committee is encouraged to review and pass any suggested 

edits to Chris Brown.     

 

The committee discussed an opportunity to advertise in the Our State magazine.  This magazine has a tremendous distribution list 

(20,000 in the state).  In October, the issue will highlight the birthplace of American Forestry.  After a healthy discussion, Jim Durham 

made the motion to support the development and funding of a full page advertisement in the October issue.  It was seconded by Jadie 
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Andrews.  The motion was approved.  A subcommittee of Rand Matthews, Jadie Andrews, Scott Smearman and Chris Brown was 

formed to develop the advertisement.     

 

INFORMATION RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT     
Tony Doster reported that the committee is in the process of updating the NCFA’s Landowner’s Guide to Forestry in North 

Carolina.  He asked committee members to take a look at the guide and forward any suggestions/edits to Chris Brown.  He also 

encouraged members to spread the word on the NC SFI SIC’s grant process.  

 

LANDOWNER OUTREACH SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  

Leslie McCormick, the Executive Director of the North Carolina Tree Farm Program, updated the committee on the North 

Carolina Tree Farm program.  The program now has 1,062 Tree Farms, covering over 270,000 acres.  The program has 31 

required re-inspections this year.  The program was audited this April with 21 different site inspections by third party auditors.  

The early results were encouraging, although the top problem seems to be landowners failing to document their activities within 

their management plans.  The NC SFI SIC supports the NC Tree Farm’s own re-inspection project that is looking to re-inspect 

Tree Farms that have not been visited in the last five years.  These re-inspections continue to take place.  On July 15, Charles 

Jones will be hosting a morning workshop with other landowners as part of the Breakfast with Joe program.  The Western North 

Carolina Timber Conference will take place at Bent Creek in July.   

 

INCONSISTENT PRACTICES SUBCOMMITTEE    

Jim Durham provided the update to the committee and shared the latest report from Steve Cox, who is the Inconsistent Practices 

Monitor.   Durham reported that Steve Cox appreciated the increase in his compensation that was approved in the fall meeting.  

The hotline received only two valid calls, but both did not involve SFI member companies.  They were both referred to the NCFS 

for further investigation.   
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TRAINING AND EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT   
Jadie Andrews provided an updated on the ProLogger program and other training opportunities supported by the NC SFI SIC. 

 

ProLogger Base Course – Three Offerings in 2017:  Martin CC, Williamston, NC (March 8-9, 2017), Montgomery CC, Troy, NC 

(May 24-25), McDowell CC, Marion, NC (October 11-12, 2017).    

 

OSH Training at Howell Woods:  The North Carolina Department of Labor, Forestry Mutual and the NCFA will be holding a 

training session for OSH employees on July 31 – August 4 at Howell Woods in Smithfield, NC.  The goal of the workshop is to 

initiate OSH employees to the forest products industry, particularly logging operations.  The employees will spend five days learning 

more about the logging profession in a classroom and field day environment.  

Module 18 Topics:  The topics are to be finalized in today’s meeting.  We have one grant from the NC SFI SIC to address oil spills.  

We also have a segment from South Carolina on the SFI National Program that is 13 minutes in length.  We are in discussions with 

Duke Power about a segment on working amongst power lines and have some funding for the project.  The only concern is the 

timeline for the project meeting our Module 18 deadline.  A conference call is scheduled with Duke Power later this week.   

Oil Spills (20-28 mins) 

Power Lines (20-28 mins) 

OSH Consultative Service (10-15 mins) 

Slips, Trips and Falls (15-20 mins) 

Dash Cameras & Other Safety Add On (10-15 mins) 

SFI National from South Carolina (13 mins)   

 

Education Subcommittee:  Chair Jadie Andrews, Scott Askew, Scott Brewer, Chris Brown, Billy Cipriani, Brian Council, Jean-Paul 

Dame, Chuck Daniels, Tom Gerow, Brett Goulding, Lauren Killian, J.J. Lemire, Mark Megalos, Amy Phillips, Bernard Rose, Eric 

Smith, Jack Swanner, Jaime Teel.   

NEW BUSINESS 

Appalachian State University Presentation:  Kayla Young, a graduate student at Appalachian State University, and Professor Gregg 

Marland, made a special presentation to the NC SFI SIC to receive feedback on the knowledge of the forest carbon market and to 

gauge the group’s opinion on the feasibility in North Carolina.   

Young originally was going to hold a workshop in June, but interest in the topic was low so the project has been pushed back to a later 

date in the fall.  Some of the questions Young was seeking answers to were – how could a carbon market be successful in North 

Carolina?  What are some of the barriers?   

The group provided candid responses.  The consensus from the NC SFI SIC focused on a few hurdles.   that for small, private 

forestland owners, the costs associated with the carbon accounting process are major disincentives.  For a working forests, you have 

puts and takes, figuring out the net gain and loss, and then completing the formulas.  And in the end, the price of carbon credits is not 

high enough to make it worth doing.   Another disincentive is the contract length, which is a 100 year term in the program.  Those 

terms are possibly more realistic in the west, but in the southeast where the rotations are much shorter, it is not really a realistic time 

frame.   

Marland and Young thanked the committee for its time and will keep the committee updated on the workshop date in the fall. 

The Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience:  If you know a teacher in your area who may be interested in participating in the 

Experience while earning valuable continuing education credits and Project Learning Training, please share a flyer.  There will once 

again be three tours this year in the Mountains, Piedmont and Coast.  This program is generously supported by NCFA Member 

Companies and the North Carolina SFI State Implementation Committee.  
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Mid-Atlantic Logging & Biomass Expo – September 15-16, 2017:  The Mid-Atlantic Logging and Biomass Expo will take place in 

the same Smithfield/Selma area as the previous two expos.  The partnership of Carolina Loggers Association, Hatton-Brown and 

NCFA will host the show.   

LOG A LOAD EVENTS: 

Golf Tournament at Scotch Meadows Country Club - May 25, 2017 at Scotch Meadows CC.  1 p.m. shotgun start followed by dinner.  

Contact Scott Brewer for more info at Scott.Brewer1@ipaper.com. 

Sporting Clays Miracle Shoot - August 4-5, 2017 at Rose Hill Farm in Nashville, NC.  Contact Buddy Shavendar for more 

information. 

Golf Tournament at River Landing - October 19, 2017 at River Landing in Wallace, NC.  Contact Scott Brewer for more info at 

Scott.Brewer1@ipaper.com  

NC SFI SIC MEETING DATES:  

July 19, 2017 – Grant Committee Only, NCFA Office, Raleigh, NC – 9:30 a.m.  

August 16, 2017 – NCFA Office, Raleigh, NC – 9:30 a.m.  

November 8, 2017 – NCFA Office, Raleigh, NC – 9:30 a.m.  

ADJOURN   
There being no further business and on motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Submitted by:  Chris Brown,  NCFA Senior Director of Communications 


