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NC SFI SIC MEETING 
NORTH CAROLINA SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY INITIATIVE STATE 

IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE  
North Carolina Farm Bureau - Raleigh, NC – January 18, 2017 

  
CONVENE NC SFI SIC MEETING AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Committee Chair Bernard Rose, called the NC SFI SIC meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Members present for all or part of the meeting 

were: 

Mike Adams 

Jadie Andrews 

Ben Burger 

Sam Cook 

Brian Council 

Tony Doster 

Ted Garner 

Tom Gerow 

Laura Hendrick 

Gail Johnson 

Lauren Killian 

James Malphrus 

Rand Mathews 

Leslie McCormick 

Russ Newton 

Bob Pippen 

Amy Phillips 

Greg Ricks 

John Robertson 

Bernard Rose 

Glenn Sheehan 

Scott Smearman 

Jack Swanner 

Jaime Teel 

Marshall Thompson 

 

  

 

Others present for all or part of the meeting were: 
Chris Brown 

Pryor Gibson 

 

Eddie Reese 

   

 

 

 

 

ANTITRUST COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 
Chair Bernard Rose reminded members that the meeting would be in full compliance with the NCFA’s policy on antitrust compliance 

contained in the meeting materials. 

 

RECOGNITION OF PARTICIPATION OF QUORUM 
Chair Bernard Rose declared that a quorum was present at the meeting and that the meeting would proceed as planned.     

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
Chair Bernard Rose asked members to review the minutes from the last meeting.  On a motion by Jaime Teel to approve and seconded 

by Jadie Andrews, the minutes were approved as submitted. 

NC SFI SIC TREASURER’S REPORT  Glen Sheehan provided an update on the NC SFI SIC’s finances with a review of 

the 2016 budget and a document detailing the 2017 budget.  Both documents are in these meeting materials on the next two pages.   

Sheehan noted that the 2017 budget reflects a significant drop in expected dues since three companies have dropped their affliation 

with the SFI certification program.  In 2016, dues were expected to be $146, 050.00.  The actual revenue figure was $158,382.10.  The 

projected dues figure for 2017 is $125,000.   

 

Committee Chair Bernard Rose pointed out to the committee that the $125,500 figure is an extremely conservative estimate.  The NC 

SFI SIC does have a Supporting Member category where a company can contribute to the NC SFI SIC for a specific program such as 

the Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience.  The NCFA’s Executive Vice President, Pryor Gibson, has been asked to reach out to 

any Supporting Member company to see if they are going to provide any funding for 2018.  Gibson already collects data on 

consumption from SFI member manufacturing companies and acreage from SFI member landowner companies.  This would keep all 

information private.  The NC SFI SIC executive committee has requested to have information from all three categories before the NC 

SFI SIC grant committee meets so they will have a better grasp on the 2018 budget.  The NC SFI SIC has roughly $113,000.00 in its 

checking account at the start of 2017.   

 

Sheehan noted a few updates to the documents submitted.  The invoice from the advertisement from the North Carolina Agriculture 

Magazine will be paid out in January.  It was not a line item in the budget, but there are funds in the Market Outreach section that will 
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cover the costs.  There was also a reduction invoice and awarded amount to the Keeping Farm Workshop from $2,500.00 that was 

awarded and $1,000.00 that was invoiced.   North Carolina State University’s Forester Boot Camp Workshop that was awarded a 

grant in 2016 was cancelled.  At this point, the project is on hold along with its funding.  If the program is to be completed in 2017, the 

NC SFI SIC Grant Committee will reconsider the request.   

 

Earlier in the day, the NC SFI SIC’s books were reviewed by a subcommittee that included former NC SFI SIC chair Jaime Teel, 

Jadie Andrews, Ben Burger, Amy Phillips, Bernard Rose and Glenn Sheehan.  Teel reported that there was one check that was 

still outstanding, but all of the checks balanced out and everything matched up and was in good order.   
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SFI UPDATE   

Bernard Rose provided an update on the SFI program.  He noted that at the last meeting, the committee discussed the need to 

amend the bylaws to allow a member of the committee to remain in good standing if the company the member was employed 

through was either seeking certification or being audited for certification.  Shortly after newly appointed treasurer Glenn Sheehan 

starting serving on the NC SFI SIC, his position was transitioned from one company to another.  The new company, while 

certified, was in the process of completing its SFI certification.  The proposed change in the language was minor and is listed 

below.   

 

(Section 5 under Officers and Principal Duties) 

5.  The Chairman, the Vice Chairman, and the Treasurer must be employed by SFI SIC Certified Program Participants and/or 

Participants in the process of obtaining certification. 

 

The motion to approve the amendment was made by Scott Smearman and seconded by Marshall Thompson.  The motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

Committee chair Bernard Rose called upon Ben Burger to address a request from the NC SFI SIC’s Inconsistent Practices 

Monitor (IPM) Steve Cox for an increase in his quarterly payments from $523.00 to $607.00 to help defray the cost of his car 

insurance policy for when he is on the road for the committee.  Jim Durham volunteered to rework the contract to reflect this 

change and get it signed with Cox.  Scott Smearman made the motion to approve a new rate of $625.00.  It was seconded by Bob 

Pippen and passed unanimously.   

 

Rose closed the SFI update by relaying an open invitation to all NC SFI SIC members from Alton Perry, who is leading a 

landowner workshop in Jackson, NC on March 1, 2017.  The NC SFI SIC will be displaying at the event.   

 

MARKET OUTREACH/RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE 

REPORT   
Rand Mathews provided an update on the North Carolina Agriculture Magazine 

and noted that the NC SFI SIC chose to sponsor a half-page ad that not only 

explained the NC SFI SIC, but it also promoted the grant program and the 

inconsistent practices phone number.   

 

Mathews also requested his subcommittee to look at developing a new trifold 

that would be specific to the NC SFI SIC.  The document would be used for 

landowner workshops and general information mailings when people request 

more information.  The committee agreed it was a great idea and would be a 

valuable tool.  The NCFA’s Chris Brown volunteered to help Mathews with this 

effort.     

 

INFORMATION RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT     
Tony Doster did not have anything new to report.  He encouraged committee members to share information so it can be properly 

promoted through the NCFA and other avenues.    

 

LANDOWNER OUTREACH SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  

Leslie McCormick, the Executive Director of the North Carolina Tree Farm Program, updated the committee on the North Carolina 

Tree Farm program.  The program has 1,021 Tree Farms, totaling 257,879 acres.  In 2016, the Tree Farm Program certified 85 new 

Tree Farms, covering 13,291 acres.  The program completed its 37 required inspections as part of the national audit.  Five Tree Farms 

were decertified and 32 were recertified.  As part of an ambitious plan to update its database, the Tree Farm Program set out to inspect 

311 Tree Farms in the program not visited in the past 10 years.  The effort employed over 71 Tree Farm Certified Inspectors who 

volunteered to take on this task.  Out of the 311, 152 Tree Farms were recertified and 159 Tree Farms were decertified.  The top 

reason for decertification was the landowner could not be reached.  Looking ahead, the North Carolina Tree Farm Program will be 

hosting several outreach activities.  One will be a Forest Landowner Outreach Summit that bring over 28 organizations together to 
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discuss the top forestry issues and organize a plan to address these challenges in a more coordinated effort.  The program will also host 

three Breakfast/Field Tours with landowners and three Transition Planning Workshops.  The Tree Farm Program will also host the 

Western Timber Conference that typically takes place in the Asheville area in the fall.       

 

INCONSISTENT PRACTICES SUBCOMMITTEE    

Ben Burger provided the update to the committee and shared the latest report from Steve Cox, who is the Inconsistent Practices 

Monitor.  There were three calls in the fourth quarter, with one being a true forest practices phone call.  Cox looked into the complaint 

and discovered that the participant was not an SFI member company.  He referred the caller to the North Carolina Forest Service.   

 

 

FORESTRY ISSUES UPDATE 

Tom Gerow with the North Carolina Forest Service provided the committee with an update on the NCFS.  Gerow reported that since 

the last meeting of the NC SFI SIC, the NCFS has made three water quality enforcement/action referrals.  One was for Forest Practice 

Guidelines (FPGs) violation(s) and two for Riparian Buffer Rules violation(s).   The NCFS will soon be in the process of compiling 

the second quarter (October – December) FPG Inspection Reports.   Gerow also reminded the committees that the NCFS is seeking 

feedback on its current BMP Manual.  All comments are due by March 31, 2017.  Gerow reported the NCFS will be publishing a new 

report in late Spring that will evaluate the effectiveness implementation and use of BMPs through the research comprehensive site 

assessment surveys conducted on 204 sites across the state.  The NCFS is still trying to fill two Water Quality Forester positions that 

are vacant in the northern Piedmont and the northeastern Coastal Plan.  Copies of the 2016 "Year in Review" accomplishments leaflet 

are available from our website and were made available at the meeting.  The North Carolina Forest Service will be hosting the first of 

its "Forestry & Water Quality 101: Back to Basics" refresher workshops on Friday, January 20, 2017 at Morrow Mountain State Park 

in Stanly County. (49104 Morrow Mountain Road. Albemarle, NC 28001 - Lat: 35.373724  Lon: -80.073470).   While there is no 

registration fee, snacks and meals are on-your-own.  The workshop is worth  5.5 hours Cat.1 CFE credits.  The workshop starts 

promptly at 8:30 a.m. and will be concluded by 3:30 p.m.   

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
Last week, the United States Supreme Court put a court-ordered 2017 special election for the North Carolina General Assembly on 

hold as it reviewed an appeal from Republican lawmakers.  The special election was proposed a few months ago by a lower federal 

court after it deemed the current legislative districts were unconstitutional because they were racially gerrymandered.  The court set a 

date of March 15th for the North Carolina General Assembly to draw up new districts in preparation for a September election.  The 

Supreme Court could immediately dismiss the Republican appeal and the special election would proceed.  If the Supreme Court 

decides to spend more time on hearing more arguments before it makes a final decision, the timetable for drawing new maps and 

holding an election in the off year would be tight and most likely prevent the elections from taking place.  The Supreme Court will 

look at this issue again on January 19th.   
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Meanwhile in Raleigh, the North Carolina General Assembly was in town for members to be sworn in for the coming year.  The 

General Assembly will be back in town on January 25, 2017, to being the long session, which includes the creation of a new two-year 

budget for the state.  The General Assembly has five new senators - all Republican - and 19 new House members, which includes 

seven Democrats and 12 Republicans.  The Republicans hold veto-proof margins in both chambers.  In terms of leadership, Tim 

Moore will return for another term as House Speaker while Phil Berger will once again serve as the leader of the Senate.  

 

NCFA Executive Vice President Pryor Gibson provided an overview of the 2017 legislative session.  One of the priorities will be 

supporting the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and the North Carolina Forest Service in their budget request for the coming 

year in terms of program and equipment.  The forest fires and Hurricane Matthew presented enormous fiscal strains on the NCDA as a 

whole and demonstrated gaps in equipment needs.  Due to budget cuts, the existing NCFS staff has been reduced from over 800 

employees to just over 600.  This is something that may or not be addressed in 2017.  Gibson stated NCFA staff would be reaching out 

to the new leaders of the executive branch, especially the new leadership within the Department of Environmental Quality.  NCFA 

staff would also be participating in any discussions on present use value problems and uniform development code problems across the 

state.  In terms of federal issues, the NCFA will once again be working with its partners to reach out to federal legislators to gain an 

amendment to maintain the state weight tolerance of 10,000 pounds on any newly adopted federal highways.  Gibson also reminded 

the committees that Forestry Day is May 2, 2017.  He encouraged everyone to make it a priority.   

 

TRAINING AND EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT   
Jadie Andrews provided an updated on the ProLogger program and other training opportunities supported by the NC SFI SIC. 

The ProLogger program enters 2017 with 1,545 ProLoggers in good standing.  There are another 33 ProLoggers on the Pre-

Registered List.  The NCFA maintains a list of Module 17 classes on its website and as part of its weekly email, ZipLine.  We 

appreciate all of our members who conduct these classes during the year.  If you are hosting a class, please share the information 

with Chris Brown at cbrown@ncforestry.org so it can be added to the list.   

 

Module 17 is comprised of five segments:  Forest Health - Addressing three top forest pests in NC (22 mins); Atlantic Coast 

Pipeline - Logging safely near pipeline easement (12 mins); Commitment to Compliance - Buffer Rules, FPG’s Review (38 

mins); Storm Damage Harvests - Teamwork makes salvage work safer (28 mins); Log Deck Appearance and Oil Spills - 

Perception starts at deck (6 mins); Open Face Felling - Review of five steps with Bryan Wagner (12 mins).   

 

ProLogger Base Course – Three Offerings in 2017:  Martin CC, Williamston, NC (March 8-9, 2017), Montgomery CC, Troy, 

NC (May 24-25), McDowell CC, Marion, NC (October 11-12, 2017).    

 

OSH Training at Howell Woods:  The North Carolina Department of Labor, Forestry Mutual and the NCFA will be holding a 

training session for OSH employees on July 31 – August 4 at Howell Woods in Smithfield, NC.  The goal of the workshop is to 

initiate OSH employees to the forest products industry, particularly logging operations.  The employees will spend five days 

learning more about the logging profession in a classroom and field day environment.  

Module 18 Topics:  The topics are to be finalized in today’s meeting.  We have one grant from the NC SFI SIC to address oil spills.  

We also have a segment from South Carolina on the SFI National Program that is 13 minutes in length.  We are in discussions with 

Duke Power about a segment on working amongst power lines and have some funding for the project.  The only concern is the 

timeline for the project meeting our Module 18 deadline.  A conference call is scheduled with Duke Power later this week.   

Oil Spills (20-28 mins) 

Power Lines (20-28 mins) 

OSH Consultative Service (10-15 mins) 

Slips, Trips and Falls (15-20 mins) 

Dash Cameras & Other Safety Add On (10-15 mins) 

SFI National from South Carolina (13 mins)   
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Education Subcommittee:  Chair Jadie Andrews, Scott Askew, Scott Brewer, Chris Brown, Billy Cipriani, Brian Council, Jean-Paul 

Dame, Chuck Daniels, Tom Gerow, Brett Goulding, Lauren Killian, J.J. Lemire, Mark Megalos, Amy Phillips, Bernard Rose, Eric 

Smith, Jack Swanner, Jaime Teel.   

NEW BUSINESS 
Jack Swanner updated the committee on the Carolina Loggers Association (CLA).  The CLA will be conducting its Annual Meeting 

on February 24-25, 2017 at the Wilmington Riverside Hotel in Wilmington, North Carolina.  The two-day event will feature several 

speakers and include a presentation of Module 17 for those ProLoggers who may need to fulfill their education requirement for this 

year.   Swanner noted the room rate for the meeting will be $99.  Registration is $150 for an individual and $50 for a guest.  Swanner 

reported that pre-planning for the 2017 Mid Atlantic Logging Expo has begun.  The Expo will take place on September 15-16, 2017 in 

the same Smithfield/Selma area as the previous two expos.  The partnership of Carolina Loggers Association, Hatton-Brown and 

NCFA will host the show.   

 

Forestry Mutual President Keith Biggs provided a quick update on Forestry Mutual for the committees.  Forestry Mutual is now in 

five states.  Overall, the health of the insurance market has been positive for Forestry Mutual and its policyholders.  The number one 

challenge for Forestry Mutual and the entire southeast is losses on trucking accidents.  Two main carriers pulled out of the 

marketplace last year.  This year, Progressive, which had been an option for accounts that might have some accidents, decided to pull 

out of 10 southern states.  At this point, loggers need to have truck drivers with clean records to even get coverage.  Biggs cited one 

example where a logger that once paid $60,000 for coverage with a clean record would jump to $230,000 with a claim.  Truck driving 

accidents have been Forestry Mutual’s number one loss category in each of the past four years.  The challenge is getting the 

appropriate training distributed among the estimated eight thousand truck drivers in North Carolina involved with the forest products 

industry.    

Eddie Reese with the NCFA provided a quick update on the Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience.  The schedule is set and the 

Mountain Experience is already full.  The other two Experiences have room.  If you know a teacher in your area who may be 

interested in participating in the Experience while earning valuable continuing education credits and Project Learning Training, please 

share a flyer.  There will once again be three tours this year in the Mountains, Piedmont and Coast.  This program is generously 

supported by NCFA Member Companies and the North Carolina SFI State Implementation Committee.  

Forestry Day in the Legislature - May 2, 2017: The NCFA's Forestry Day in the Legislature will take place on Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

on the Halifax Mall in Raleigh.  Forestry Day is a great opportunity for NCFA members to reach out to their elected officials about the 

important role forests and the forest products industry. 

Reverse Raffle – May 2, 2017:  The Friends of Forestry Political Action Committee will once again be conducting a reverse raffle this 

year.  Tickets will be distributed to FFPAC members and NCFA Board Members at the NCFA's Board Meeting in February. The 

raffle, which is the FFPAC's top fundraising event, will take place on the evening of Forestry Day at an area hotel. 

NC SFI SIC MEETING DATES:  
May 17, 2017 – NCFA Office, Raleigh, NC – 9:30 a.m.  

July 19, 2017 – Grant Committee Only, NCFA Office, Raleigh, NC – 9:30 a.m.  

August 16, 2017 – NCFA Office, Raleigh, NC – 9:30 a.m.  

November 8, 2017 – NCFA Office, Raleigh, NC – 9:30 a.m.  

SLTC MEETING DATES:   
May 18, 2017 – Cabelas, Garner, NC – 9:30 a.m. 

Aug 17, 2017 – Mid-Atlantic Expo Site, Smithfield, NC – 9:30 a.m.  

October 18, 2017 – TBD  

ADJOURN   
There being no further business and on motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Submitted by:  Chris Brown,  NCFA Senior Director of Communications 


