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NC SFI SIC Committee 
May 9, 2012 

NCFA Office, Raleigh 
Meeting Minutes 

 
1.  Call to Order 
Jim Durham called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. Members present for all of part of the meeting 
were:   Mike Adams   Ben Burger   Jeff Caster   
  David Castle   Steve Cox   Tony Doster   
  Jim Durham   Ed Listerman   James Malphrus  
  Danny Maness   Rand Matthews  Russ Newton   
  Robert Ordnung  Amy Phillips   Ron Phillips   
  Greg Ricks   Glenn Shehan   Scott Smearman  
  Jaime Teel   Marshall Thompson  Matt Thuman 
 
Steve Cox, Ron Phillips, Scott Smearman, Jaime Teel and Marshall Thompson made changes to contact 
information. 

 
Others present were: 

Jennifer Grantham  Bob Slocum   Leslie McCormick 
  Chris Brown   Gail Bledsoe 
 
2.  Antitrust Compliance Statement 
Jim Durham reviewed the requirements of the Antitrust laws and reminded anyone to call it to his 
attention if the discussion became inappropriate. 
 
3. Recognition of Participant Quorum 
Jim Durham declared that the Committee had a quorum present and noted that Bryan Hulka had given 
his proxy to Ed Listerman and Chip Miller had given his proxy to Jim Durham. 
 
4.  Review of Minutes from January 19 meeting 
The minutes were reviewed. Jaime Teel made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Marshall 
Thompson seconded the motion. Minutes were approved. 
 
5.  Treasurer’s Report 
Bernard Rose reported that all surveys were returned but not all were represented on report distributed 
because a couple of them were returned after report was prepared. He reviewed report titled “2012 NC 
SIC Budget & Participants Allocation Review (for use on 2013 suggested assessment rate)” and stated 
that based on data the recommendation was for no change for 2013 dues rate. Jaime Teel noted that data 
is for 2011 numbers and that upcoming changes will not be reflected until data collected in 2013.  Tony 
Doster stated that companies like his (Resource Management Service) should pay more. Bernard replied 
that 2013 would be first option to do so. Mike Adams made a motion to keep 2013 dues rate the same as 
2012 rate. Ed Listerman seconded the motion. Motion was approved – all in favor, none opposed. 
 
6.  Strategic/Grant Review Subcommittee Report 
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Jim Durham reported that the 2012 grant application and guidelines are on the SIC web site and that 
applications are due on July 2. He also reported that the review process would be that the Executive 
Committee and subcommittee chairs would review all applications and make recommendations to be 
presented to the full Committee at the August meeting for approval. 
 
7. DFR/NCFS Update 
Gail Bledsoe reported the following: 
 

 The NC Forest Service currently has 8 water quality foresters. The position in Elizabeth City is 
vacant. The Rocky Mount position has been filled by Aaron Levine. A new position is being 
created in Asheville.  

 
 The 3rd generation BMP survey design is close to completion.  

 
 They have received a question regarding BMP exemption on tribal lands and that research had 

determined that exemptions are only for federally declared lands. The only lands in NC that are 
such are those belonging to the eastern band of the Cherokees. 

 
 The Jordan Lake buffer rule leaflet is on the NCFS website. The version with a date of May is 

the correct version. 
 

 The MOU with the Division of Land Quality that outlines how the divisions will work together 
has been updated. 

 
 She has been in discussion with Chuck Edwards with DOT regarding permit requirements for 

entrance roads to logging jobs.  
 
Bob Slocum reported that Jack Swanner had also been working on this issue and asked Gail to 
coordinate her efforts with Jack. 
 
Jaime Teel asked about the status of the uniform buffer rule. Gail responded that progress is delayed. 
 
Jim Durham reviewed a request from Sean Brogan for items from Committee members to include in a 
presentation he is developing on the benefits of SFI to landowners. After discussion, the Committee 
decided that the Committee could not respond because of anti-trust but that individual companies could. 
Any responses should be sent to Sean via e-mail to sean.brogan@ncagr.gov, office phone 919-857-4818 
or cell 919-218-2149. 
 
Mike Adams suggested that the Committee craft a letter to SFI, Inc. to add a landowner benefits section 
to the nation website that the NC website could link to. Jim Durham will craft the letter. 
 
8.  NCFA Update 
Bob Slocum reported that he had returned to work on May 1 and thanked everyone for cards, prayers, 
phone calls, etc and thanked Larry Tombaugh for serving as Executive V-P in his absence. 
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He also reported that the Legislature convenes May 13 and that it is expected to be a very short session. 
The main focus of NCFA lobbying efforts will be to move the Museum of Forestry from DENR to Dept. 
of Agriculture.  
 
He stated that in the November elections the governor’s race would be between Pat Mc Crory and 
Walter Dalton who had both been invited to speak at the NCFA Annual Meeting. He also gave a plea to 
the Committee to support the Friends of Forestry PAC and encouraged everyone to participate in the 
reverse raffle that would take place the evening of Forestry Day in the Legislature – June 5. 
 
Mike Adams asked about the status of the 90,000 pound weight limit legislation. Bob reported that the 
NCFA will support this bill. 
 
The status of the addition of tolls to I-95 was also questioned. Bob reported that the NCFA Board of 
Directors would be discussing this at the June meeting. 
 
**At this point in the meeting, the conference line was connected. 
 
Larry Tombaugh spoke to the group about his concern with the fractioning of the forestry community 
and what that meant for the future of the industry and the community as a whole. He also stated that he 
planned to also share his concern with the NCFA Board of Directors at their next meeting.  
 
9.  Landowner Outreach Subcommittee Report 
Leslie McCormick reported the following regarding the NC Tree Farm program: 
 

 The program currently has 1005 certified tree farms, with an average size of 322 acres.  
 

 There have been 45 new tree farms added this year, primarily from consulting foresters adding 
clients. 

 
She distributed the “Landowner Database Update Report” dated May 2012 that contained statistics on 
phone calls made, letters sent and specific information collected regarding age of management plan, 
primary source of information, knowledge of certified wood programs, the type of information they’d 
like to receive and how they’d like to receive it as well as if they participate in a local forestry club. 
 
Amy Phillips asked if a map of tree farms existed. Ed Listerman reported that it does not exist because 
the information is proprietary. 
 
Steve Cox gave the following update on the program’s outreach activities: 
 

 There would be a workshop the next day at Parker Lumpkin’s property and another workshop in 
Washington on October 20. The focus of both will be management plans.  

 
 Dave Woodmansee is distributing a quarterly newsletter electronically.  
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Ed Listerman reported that the program is in the process of transition, pursuing incorporation of the 
program and creating a 501c3. He stated that consultants are becoming a larger part of the program. He 
also discussed some changes in the program at the national level.  
 
On behalf of Bryan Hulka, Ed asked the Committee for $15,000 additional funding in 2012 to continue 
the project merging the Stewardship program with the Tree Farm program and stated that the national 
office would match any grants by the SIC.  
 
Jim Durham stated that any funding requests for 2013 must be submitted through the grant process. 
Ed replied that there would be a separate request for annual funding of $15,000 submitted but that this 
request was for 2012. After MUCH discussion and motions made and then withdrew, Bernard Rose 
made a motion to grant $12,500. Scott Smearman seconded the motion. The motion was approved. 
   
10.  Training and Education Subcommittee Report 
Mike Adams reported the following: 
 

 The first ever meeting between loggers and DMV staff was held in Marion, with approximately 
100 loggers and mill staff. All involved considered the meeting to be a great success. 

 
 A prologger base class was being held that day at Martin Community College. 

 
 Jack’s grant application to SFI Inc. to provide funding for Module 13 was denied. A request will 

be submitted through the grant process to the NC SIC.  
 

 The Subcommittee has received phone calls from South Carolina and Florida regarding changing 
their Prologger program to be similar to North Carolina’s program. 

 
 A SFI section has been added to the Prologger training manual. 

 
 Prologger renewal invoices are to go out soon. 

 
11.  Information Resources Subcommittee Report 
Tony Doster reported that Chris Brown had been working on a new SIC website. Chris presented the 
draft site for everyone, noting that there would be a password-protected section for members to access 
meeting agenda, minutes, etc. Tony asked that Chris make the page available for Committee members to 
review and asked that they give feedback to him.   
 
12.  Market Outreach/Recruitment Subcommittee Report 
Rand Matthews reported that attempts to get artwork from SFI Inc. did not give what the Committee 
needed and distributed a handout with images. He reported that he had also tried to use design from 
Georgia (handout #2) but that wasn’t exactly what the Committee wanted either. Chris Brown had 
helped Committee with company that had developed new NCFA display. Handout #3 showed what this 
would be – base and 3 banner stands. Stand #1 will focus on landowners. Stand #2 will focus on 
consumers/marketplace. Stand #3 will focus on builders and architects. Cost will be approximately 
$2,000.  
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Rand also reported that the Subcommittee will be placing an article in the Electric Cooperative 
magazine. 
 
13.  Inconsistent Practices Subcommittee Report 
Steve Cox presented “Exhibit C Inconsistent Practices Monitoring Program Log” for approval. Bernard 
Rose made a motion to approve. Mike Adams seconded the motion. The Committee approved 
unanimously. The log will be completed and submitted to the Committee at each meeting.   
 
14.  Adjourn 
Jim Durham adjourned the meeting at 2:00 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for August 8. 
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